
Academy of Art University

Published: Wednesday, 01 July 2009 12:25
Hits: 17730

San Francisco State of Mind: A Summer at the Academy of Art

Spending a summer at the Academy of Art University in San Francisco was an experience I'll
always cherish. The city's vibrant culture, combined with the university's rich history, made for
an unforgettable journey into the world of film and media production.

The Academy of Art University: A Legacy of Creativity

Established in 1929, the Academy of Art University has grown into one of the largest private art
and design schools in the nation. Its commitment to providing hands-on education is evident in
its state-of-the-art facilities, which include advanced cameras, lighting equipment, green-screen
rooms, and telecine studios. These resources offer students the tools they need to bring their
creative visions to life.

Living in a Piece of History

During my stay, I had the unique opportunity to reside in a historic hotel that had been
transformed into a dormitory. The blend of classic architecture with modern amenities provided
a comfortable and inspiring living environment, allowing me to immerse myself fully in the artistic
ambiance of the city.

Union Square: The Heartbeat of San Francisco

Much of my free time was spent exploring Union Square, a bustling hub known for its shopping,
dining, and entertainment options. Established as a public space in 1850 by Colonel John
Geary, Union Square has long been a gathering place for both locals and visitors. Its vibrant
atmosphere, with street performers and art installations, offered endless inspiration and a true
taste of San Francisco's dynamic culture.

Balancing Tourism and Academia

While the academic program was intensive, I made sure to experience the quintessential tourist
attractions. From the historic cable cars to the diverse culinary scene, every corner of San
Francisco offered something new and exciting. This balance between rigorous coursework and
city exploration enriched my overall experience, allowing me to draw inspiration from the city's
eclectic environment.

Building Connections and Creating Art

One of the most rewarding aspects of the program was the opportunity to collaborate with fellow
students. Together, we produced short films, blending our diverse perspectives and talents.
These collaborations not only enhanced my technical skills but also fostered lasting friendships
with individuals who shared my passion for storytelling.

Walking in Familiar Footsteps
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A personal highlight was attending classes in the same buildings where my younger brother had
studied. Engaging with some of the same instructors he had spoken of allowed me to connect
with his experiences and appreciate the university's enduring commitment to excellence in arts
education.

A City of Endless Inspiration

San Francisco's rich tapestry of cultures, historic landmarks, and artistic communities provided
a backdrop that was both stimulating and nurturing. Whether it was a visit to a local gallery or a
spontaneous street performance, the city's creative pulse was ever-present, continually fueling
my passion for the arts.

In reflection, my summer at the Academy of Art University was more than just an educational
endeavor; it was a journey of personal and artistic growth set against the vibrant canvas of San
Francisco. The experiences I gained, the people I met, and the art we created together have left
an indelible mark on my creative path.

Exploring San Francisco: My Cinematic Journey Through Iconic Landmarks

San Francisco, with its rolling hills and eclectic neighborhoods, offers an urban adventure like
no other. Each corner of the city tells a story, blending rich history with vibrant culture. Here are
a few of my favorite spots, many of which I recognized from the silver screen.

Golden Gate Park: My Urban Escape

Spanning over 1,000 acres, Golden Gate Park was my go-to escape from the intensity of the
city. I loved wandering through the Japanese Tea Garden, finding a moment of zen amidst the
chaos. I even rented a paddleboat on Stow Lake once – definitely a tourist moment, but a fun
one! The California Academy of Sciences is incredible, too – it's like stepping into another world.

Haight-Ashbury: Stepping Back in Time

Walking through Haight-Ashbury felt like stepping into a time capsule. The colorful Victorian
houses and vintage shops were amazing. You could practically feel the echoes of Janis Joplin
and the Grateful Dead. It was a cool reminder of the city's counterculture history.

Lucasfilm's Yoda Fountain: A Jedi Pilgrimage (And a Personal Highlight)

Okay, I have to admit, one of the biggest highlights of my entire summer in San Francisco was
visiting Lucasfilm and the Yoda Fountain. It's tucked away in the Presidio, and honestly, it's not
as grand as you might imagine from the outside. But the moment I saw that little Yoda statue,
perched above the fountain, a wave of pure, unadulterated joy washed over me.

As a lifelong Star Wars fan, standing there felt like a pilgrimage. It was a surprisingly peaceful
spot, even with other fans around taking photos. There's something almost reverent about the
atmosphere. I spent a good half-hour just soaking it in, reflecting on the impact Star Wars had
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on my life and my interest in storytelling.

I even saw a few people doing their best Yoda impressions and trying to levitate pebbles with
the Force (unsuccessfully, of course!). It was a reminder that even in a bustling city like San
Francisco, you can find moments of pure, childlike wonder. The Yoda Fountain wasn't just a
tourist stop; it was a moment of connection to something bigger, something that had inspired my
own creative journey. Rain or shine, I definitely recommend making the trek – May the Force be
with you!

Transamerica Pyramid: Reaching for the Sky

The Transamerica Pyramid dominated the skyline, no matter where I was in the city. It was
always a landmark I could spot and use to get my bearings. At night, the illuminated peak was
especially striking.

Golden Gate Bridge: The Iconic View

Of course, no trip to San Francisco is complete without seeing the Golden Gate Bridge. Driving
across it was incredible, and the views were even better when I walked part of it. The scale of it
is just awe-inspiring, and that red color is even more vibrant in person.

The Cheesecake Factory at Union Square: A Sweet View

I went to The Cheesecake Factory at Union Square mostly for the view, not just for the
cheesecake. It’s perched on top of Macy’s, and the outdoor terrace gave me a great vantage
point of the Square below. People-watching while eating cheesecake? Yes, please.

Westfield San Francisco Centre: A Retail Oasis

The Westfield San Francisco Centre on Market Street was a lifesaver for me. The mall itself was
impressive, but the underground food court was where it was at. After a long day of class or
exploring, it was the perfect place to refuel.

Cinematic San Francisco: Lights, Camera, Action!

It was cool to recognize locations from some of my favorite movies while wandering around San
Francisco:

"Bullitt" (1968): Knowing that Steve McQueen had raced through these streets made
every hill seem a little more thrilling.
"Invasion of the Body Snatchers" (1978): The city's unique neighborhoods definitely
added to the eerie feel of the movie.
"Dirty Harry" (1971): I kept picturing Clint Eastwood's "Dirty Harry" standing tough in
various spots around town.

BART: Getting Around the Bay
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The BART system was my best friend for getting from Oakland Airport to the city. It was easy
and affordable – definitely a better option than a taxi.

San Francisco's allure lies in its seamless blend of historic charm and modern vibrancy.
Whether you're wandering through its storied neighborhoods, visiting iconic landmarks, or
tracing the footsteps of cinematic legends, the city offers an endless tapestry of experiences
waiting to be discovered. It's a place that stays with you long after you leave.
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